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PRESS RELEASE 10/31/06


 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Sarah Wolpow: 721-0941 

Subject:
Reclaiming the Water Commons from Private Takings
Speaker:    
Jim Olson, Senior Principal, Olson, Bzdok & Howard P.C.  
When:

Wednesday, November 8th at 7:00 p.m. 
Where:
Beam Classroom, Visual Arts Center, Bowdoin College, Brunswick
Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FOMB) on Wednesday, November 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the Beam Classroom of the Bowdoin College Visual Arts Center in Brunswick for the second presentation of their 2006/2007 Winter Speaker Series. The presentation, ‘Reclaiming the Water Commons from Private Takings: Asserting Public Trust & Ownership’ will feature Jim Olson, senior principal in the environmental law firm Olson, Bzdok & Howard P.C. of Traverse City, Michigan. Jim is one of the top attorneys in the field of public trust doctrine and water rights and will be traveling to Brunswick from Michigan for this special presentation.
“Too thin to walk on and too thick to drink.” Maine’s late State Senator Neil Bishop used these words to describe the polluted Kennebec River years ago. Even then he could see the change coming and spoke of how one day wars would be fought over water instead of oil. Water is a resource that many who have access to it have thought of as limitless. But limitless perhaps we are learning, like the great herds of buffalo, the passenger pigeon and clean air. Sea level rise associated with global warming will dramatically change the amount of available fresh water as more water becomes tied up in the oceans. Even without this change, as populations rise there will be less of our water resource to go around. In the arenas of trade treaties, and other foreign, and domestic policies, decisions are being made now regarding allocation and "fairness" of water distribution. Is access to fresh water a fundamental human right? Is water a resource to be privately owned, state or nation owned? Should water be a commodity to be bought and sold or should it remain in the public trust? Whatever one’s political point of view and beliefs, the issues of democracy and economic justice resonate loudly when deliberating on water rights. 
The insights provided by Jim Olson should be of great interest as Maine grapples with these issues. Olson, Bzdok & Howard, P.C. has almost 30 years of continuous experience in environmental law. They provide progressive legal services to clients throughout Michigan and the nation, with an emphasis in environmental, natural resource, land use, real estate, Indian, and corporate law. The firm represents local governments, community organizations, Indian tribes, small businesses, and individuals and was founded on a conviction that the law can be a tool for positive social change.
The FOMB Speaker Series takes place monthly from October-May. The December presentation, ‘Passamaquoddy Culture; Our Neighbors to the East’ features Allen Sockabasin, Passamaquoddy storyteller, best-selling author, mental health professional and former tribal governor. This event will take place 7pm. Wednesday December 13th in the Beam Classroom of the Visual Arts Center at Bowdoin College. The series, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with help from the Bowdoin College Environmental Studies Program. Valuable door prizes are donated by Patagonia.  Additional help is provided from the Maine Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. 

To receive more information on FOMB’s programs call Sarah Wolpow, Executive Coordinator, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 721-0941 or fomb@gwi.net. Full speaker schedule and biographies are available on the web at www.friendsofmerrymeetingbay.org.
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